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THE PAST AND PRESENT. 

A. DOCUMENT FOR THE PEOPLE. 



DECLARATION OF EsDEPENDENCE. 



ADOrXED JULY 4, 177G. 

When, in the course of human events, it be- 
<ioi\\('s nectjssary ibr one peopk; to dissoiv*^ the 
poiiiical bands which have connected iheni 
v.iih uDouier, and lo assume, uuiong ihe pow- 
of Ihe (!iuih, t!i(! .sepantle -and equal suuion 
U) which the hiws ol n.uure and ol" nature'.- 
<.ioJ fulitle them, a decent respect lo the opin- 
in!!.'.; of munlviad requires that ihey should de- 
'•Uro ihe causes wliieh impel lliem. to ihe sepa- 
ra!!o;!. 

We hold these truths to he self-evident: thai 
ail men are created equal; lhat ihey are en- 
tlov.ovl by their Creator u-iih cf-rlain unalien- 
1 iii.'ie rights : that among these, are iii'e, liberty, 
aiui pursuit of happiness ; that to securi 
ihi'se riL^hts, irovernnients are instituted amouL 
iiii'ii, deriving their just poAVers iroin iiie con- 
sent uf the governed ; that \vh(-neverany foru; 
of government becomes destructive ol thes< 
'111!;;, it is the right of the people to alter or le 
aliolish it, and to institute a new government. 
!a;.ing its foundation on such prmciples, am! 
or;;au;7.ing its powers in such forn\, as tu 
iliciit shall seem most likely to elTect thrir safe- 
iy and happiness. Prudence, indeed, will dic- 
i.iu; that governments long esiablishe^ should 
1)01 be changed for light and transient causes . 
and, accordingly, all expi^rience hath shown 
liiat mankind are more disposed to sulTer, whib 
^'Vils are suflerable, than to right theniselves by 
'."tliolishing the I'orms to which they ;ue accus- 
ioiuvd. But, when a long train of abuses and 
lisiirpaiions, pursuing invariably the same ob- 
j' l. evinces a design to reduce ihein undei 
aUulutpdespotism, it is their right, it is thcit 
'hiiy, to throw olV such government, and to 
piuvidc new guards for their future se<;urity. 
•""-•ich has bi.'en the patient sullVrance of thes'- 

Ionics, and such is now the necessity whicli 
'oiiMrains them to alter their former systems ol 
OiVf-riunent. The liislory of the present Kai'j 
oi Great Britain is a hisiory of repealed injurie- 
^'•"1 iisurpaiions, all having, in directolyect. ih' 
'^''ijhlishment of an absolute tyranny over ihesi 
•■^iaii's. To prove this, let facts be submiiied h 
■'^ caiulid world : 

He ir.,\s refused his assent to laws the rp.o^ 
wlifiiesume and necessary for the public good. 

He lias forbidden his governors to pa^s law 
of irauiediate and pressing importance, unie:.i 



«;uspended in their operation liil his absent 
should be oh;ained ; aitd when so suspended, 
he has utterly neglected to atlend to them. 

He has refused to pass other laws for the 
accomtijodation of large distrie.is of people, un- 
less ib.ose people would relin<|uish the ri'Tht of 
representation in the legisiaiure; a right ines- 
timable to th(Mii.and formidable to tyrants onlv. 

has called together legislative bodies m 
places unusual, uncomfortable, and distant from 
ihe de|)ository of their public records, h^r the 
-ole purpo.^e of fatiguing them into compliance 
with his measures. 

He has dissolved representative iiouses re- 
oeatedly, lor opposing, witii manly hrtimess, 
his invasions on the rigb»s of the p<->'op]e. 

He has refused, ior a long time after such 
dissolutions, to cause oliiers to he e!"cted ; 
whereby the legislative powers, iricapa}>ie of 
'innihilaiion. hav«! returned to the |)eoplp at 
large for their exercise; the ►^tate remainin<r. 
in the mean lime, exposed to all the damper of 
invasion from without, and convulsions wuhiii. 

Tie has endeavored to prevent the jiopnlaiion 
)f these vStates; for that purpose, ohsirui-.iin:^- 
;he laws for nalurali'/ation of for'dirnfrs : re- 
•'"using to pass others fo encourage tiiejr inigra- 
iion hither; and raising the conditions of new 
ipproprialions of latjds." 

He has obstructed the administration oi" jus- 
:ice, Ity refusing his assent to laws for eslab- 
iisiiing judiciary powers. 

He has matle judges dependent on his will 
alone ibr the K nm-e of their offices, lo id the 
amount and payment of tlu ir salaries. 

He has erected a multitude of new oHices, 
and sent hither swarnjs of officers, to harass 
our people and eat oui tlieir substance. 

He has kf^pt among us, in times of peact\ 
■^taiKling armies, without the consent of our 
legislature. 

He has affecteil to render the triilitary inde- 
pendent of, and superior to, the civil power. 

He has combineil. with others, to subiect iis 
•0 a jurisdiction foreign to our ronsiituiion. 
md unacknowleilged by our laws : ijivinc^ his 
is^;ent lo their acta of pretended legislation : 

Fnr quartering large bodies of armed troops 
tmong us I 

For protecting them, by a mock trial, frotTi 
HJnishment Ibr any murders which they should 
•oinniit on thf inhabitants of these Slates; 

For cutting oIT our trade with all parts 0?^ 
ttie world ; 
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I'^'or ijv.posiag V.ixes on r.s wiihoul our con- 

\Por deprj villi: r.r.Vi.y cases, oi'llie b.?u- 

'.'iiis of irud L V jiiiv ; 

b\)r Irauspoi hiig ri-^ beyond seas, to he tried 
for pretemi'-'d ujieiKjes : 

For {iboiisiiini; the tVee system of English 
laws in ii neic^hhoriiig province, eslaiilisiiinu; 
therein an arbiirary governniPiit, and enlarging 
il:s bounilaries, so a.> to ronu'er it ut once an ex- 
;iniple and iit instruniont for introducing the 
.sarae absoiute r\iie into ihes(.' colonies ; ■ 

b'or taking away our charters, abob'shing 
our ino;::t valuable ia\v.s, and altering i'unda- 
nientallv tiie powers of our government!; ; 

For suspending our own legislatures:, nnd 
declaring themselves invested with power to 
legislate for us in all cases what:;oever. 

He has abdicated government here, by de- 
claring us out of his protection, and waging 
war agaiiist us. 

He has plundered our s<»as, ravaged our 
coasts, burnt our towns, ami destroyed the 
lives of our pr^ople. 

He is, ut this time, transporting large armies 
of I'onMgn niercnarios, to compiete the works 
of death, ilesoiation. and tyranny,, already be- 
gun, witii circumsivuices of cruelty and perfidy 
scarcely jvar.diohMl in tin? most barbarous ages, 
and totally unworthy the head of a civilized 
nation. 

He has constrained our fellow-citizens, taken 
captive on the high seas, to bear arms against 
their country, to becjome the executioners of 
their iViends and brethren, or to fall themselves 
by their liaiids. 

lie iias ex cited domestic insurrectioii amongst 
us, anil has ejrdeavored to bring o\\ the inhabit- 
ants of our frontiers the merciless lndi".n sav- 
ULves, Vv'hose knoxrn rule of warfare is un undis- 
tinguished destruction oi alt ages, sexes, and 
condilions. 

In (jverv stnjro of these opj)ressions, we have 
petitioned for redrnss in the most humble terms ; 
our rep{,'ated petitions ivave been ouswered only 
ny repeated injury. A prince, wh.ose ch'.sracier 
is thus tuarked by every act which may deline 
a tyrant, is unfit to be the ruler of a free peo- 
})!e. 

Nor have we been v/atiiing in attention to 
our Britisli brethren. We have wariied them, 
from time to tim<% of attempts made by their 
legislature to extend '.vn unwarrantable jurisdic- 
tion ovr-r us. We have reniinded them of the 
circumstances of our emigration and settlement 
here. We have appealed lo their native justice 
and magnanimity , and we liave conjured ilunn. 
by the ties oi'our comnuvn kindred, to disavow 
these usurpations, which would inevitably in- 
t'-'rrupt our connections and corre.-^ijondence. 
They, too, have been dieaf to the voice ol' jus- | 
tice and consanguinity. We must, therefore, 
cictiuiesce in the necessity, wliich denounces 
our separation, and itold them, as we do the 
rest of mankind, enemies in war — in peace, 
''riends. 



We, iherei'ofp. the repvesentaiiv'S jii" \';.s 
STATES OF AMi-IiliCA i,. 
! yl^:r\itUlAl. CO;\GRKS:S as>ei!d*]ed, Mpi.;.;)l- 
■ ing to the TMipreme .lodge of tlie. World for ili" 
I rrciltude ofi/ur inrentioiis, do, in tiic najaean.i 
I by th.(^ authority of thciiood peoplr of ihe^vc!;!- 
i onies, solemnly publish and declare, '.I'i.'at ihcs,-- 
i United Colonies are. and of ri^jhl ou'-dii iii !)•■ 
FllRK A'S.D IXDKPEXDii^XT rS'i'ATl-s; 
that tht'V are absolved tVom ail allegi;ince t(> 
the British crown, and that ail political coiuar- 
lion between then) and the Siateof GrealBritain. 
is, atid ofighl io be, totaliv dissolved ; -.md thai 
as FiiclE AND IN DEPENDENT STATICS, 
they have full power to levy war, conclutl" 
peace, contract alliances, establish comtnerr.e, 
and to do ali other acts and thioLrs u-hn-h 
INDEPENDENT STATES may of right do. 
And, for the support of this declaration, widi a 
firm reliance on the protection of ]31V1NF: 
PilOVIDENCE, we mutually pledge to each 
other our lives, our fortunes,' and our saorool 
honor. 



KKW MA>FPS1IIRE. 

Josiuh Barlldl, 
i 'KUum fV hippie , 
Malllicw Tlioniloii. 

lUTOtlE TSLANll. 

Sicphcn HopVuis^ 
it'Uliam Elltrif. 

CONNECTICUT. 

• Roger Sliarimn. 
Sninuel I futUbi^-iUui, 
WiUtatn li'lfruuiis. 
Olhxr IFoleoti. 

KEW YOIIK. 

Wiiliam. Floyd, 
Philip ivj'^utgv^/ou, 
Prancis Ja'wis, 
Leicis Morris, 

m:-sv .iKrisnv. 

./?. irJtard i'^locklon , 
Joh It. i lllherspnnu, . 
Francis ! fnj)kirison, 
John Hnrl. 
Jib) uham Chirk. 

PI",.\:N-SVLVA:\i\. 

iiohcrt .Morris, 
Jkiijamiii Hush, 
Ihnjamia FrO'^ddin, 
John jSlorton, 
G('.or<r;e Ch/mer. 
James Smilh, 
n rcorv:e lhijh)r, 
Janm IVilson, 
Ceor'^c Ross. 

MASSACHUSETTS BAV. 

Samuel Mams, 



JOI-IN HANCOCK. 

John .fidams, 
Rjihert Trml Painn. 
Elbrids^e Gerry. 

DELAWARE. 

GcBsar Rodney, 
Georg'c Read, 
Thovdas McKean, 

Samuel Cliasc, 
IViliiam Paca, 
Tiiomas Slone, 
Ciuu'k-s Carroll, 

of CarrolUon. 

VlilGI^riA. 

Gp.arn;e Wyihe, 
R.i chard liennj Lee, 
7 liosnas Jrjfh'son, 
.lienjaniin ifarrison, 
ThouMs S\\dson,jnn.. 
Prancin iJ^hlfoot Lcc-. 
Carter Brax.Lon. 

KORTll CAROiaXA. 

Ji'illinm Ihopcr, 
JofKph ffetrns, 
John Pcnn. 

SOUTir CAROLIN'-A. 

FAlward Rntkd'j;e, 
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CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES, 

ADOPTED SEPTEMIJHR. 17. 17ST, A'c. 

"We the P('Oj)lo of tlie UnitJ^d Stall's, in dr-uiT to 
form a nnnv. j.'crij'ci Union, csiahlis!! jusn'co, 
iiisuro (I'Mncsiic tranq\iili;t.y, provide {'or ilip 
comtaon defence, j^roniole the genrrai v;el- 
liirc, and secure the l)le.<S!t5p-: ol' iiherlv to 
oarse-lves and our posterity, do orda.in aaid 
fstablii^'n litis Co!istitu;io:i 
Slates o!" America. 



lor the Uniieu 



composed of two Pronators from onch Sv,:\'\ 
i chosen by th.e Lei|is!auirn thereof, tor six yca:>: 
j and eacii Senator shedl have one vote. 
\ limuediately after I'lvy shall be a.ss/Mnblfxl >ii 
i cotisv'iun-nei^ of the ririjt. cii'Ctii.'n, they shaii 
; dividf.'d as <'rp.iaiiy as may hf into tiircc cla.s; . 
The seals (d tl\e iSetiators oi'thc first idasss!,,;.d 
: be vncat<^d al the expiration oi' ih-.^ Sfcond vf'ar, 
I of ihe second class at the cxpiralioa of iin; 
! fourth year, and of the third ciass at the ovpi- 
raiioa of the sixiii v<-ar, so ih.at cmMhird ji'av 
i hi- ciieiNfn (-very se;'ond year; e.ud ii" vacaa-'ii's 
■ happce. !)y n\S!gnat!oii or otherwise, duriiio- "liO 
i recess of the Leiiishiture of any Slate. t!u' \\\- 
; ♦.•coiive tiuTcof may mai;(; temporarv e.ppoiDi- 
luf nls, until th<! next meeiinir id' ihc L/'C::si;»- 
i iure, which s!)a!! tiicn iiU sueij vacancies. 
1 No persoii shall bo a ?r'enator who sli;di nol 
hav(^ atiaiiicd to t,he aii'o of tliiriv vears, and 
hi;en nine years a citizen oi' the United ^''ta!ey, 
and wh.o shall not. when (d('Cled, be ;ui inha!)- 
itant, ol"ihar. Stale for wiiich he .shall be chf..:en. 

The Vice Presidoiii of llie Unit;--'.! States .^h:^!l 
be President of the Senate, l.nu. sieali have m.i 
Vole, unless tiiey be (^(juallv 'Jivided. 

'.riie Senate shall choose? lliv'ir other oi'iicers. 
and also a Fresideni pro tenij/ore. in liic ab- 
sence of (he Vice President, or when h;' --i'.ail 
exercise the oOice ol" President of tlie " 



ARTICLE L 

SECTION I. 

Ail Legislative iiowers herein irranted siiuil 
bi' vested in a Congress of the United Slates, 
•••vhicli sitail con.-dsi of a Senate and Hou.'>(^ of 
Ivcpresenlatives. 

sKc rioN II. 

The House of lvej)resenliU.ives shall be com- 
pimi of members chosen every st'cond year 
by the peoplf^ of ihe several States, and the 
!'ln'ior.s in each State shall have the qualiHca- 
iion.s requisile for electors of the most iiumer- 
ouvhraiich of the Sv.iut Legislature. 

No i)ers(.)!i shall be a ilepivsentaiive who 
sluill i!ot have attained to the a^'e of iw-enty- 
;iv(; years, and been seven years a citixen ot" 
tiii' United Stales, and who shall not, wh«?n ^ 
t'Iccicd, he an inhabilaaiof that Slate in w^hich j 

lie shiill be chosen. - . 

Rppresentatives and direct taxes shall be an- i V!^''' ^*'r^' ''"^ '''' ■ "^''ll' ''^'i'"'''^-^^'!- 

pornoned among the several Stales which may i ^^'f ' n.o President o the United Slates is tri- 
i-e included within ibis Union, accoruino- j ^-^^ I'je Uluel .ui.suce shall preside ; and no i)er- 
iii^'ir respective numbers, which shall he de- i \ without the concmrence 

UTmined' by adding to the whole number of i ^^o-ihirds of the metitbers preseni. ^ 
iVeo persons, including those bound to service '^I'^i^'in'iU m cases ol )mpcaelimr.nt sn;.h no^ 
lor a term of years, and exc!u<iin- Indiana not ' «>^t'-'^^'' j^^rther ihati lo removal troni o,1ice, and 
'^iXKi, three-filths of all other persons. Tlie | l^'^^'!^''^''^'-'^''*^" ^'V^ ^njoy aiiy ohcc oi 

, '-unuid enumeration shall be made v/i;hhi three! ^°^''^V' "•"S'^-^'- P'-^>''.- nml.M-the United Sta'es ; 
VKus alter the first meetins- of the Congress of i s""^^, f)'^^^ neverth_e.:;ss be 

thoPniu^cl States, an(l within evervsubse(pjenir=^-^''' ''"^! ^^''^f'- ''idiciuient, trial, judtr- 
;'^rm often vears, in such manner'as ikey shall | ''''' P»^'^i«l^>^»<'n5, according to la;v. 

SECTION IV. 

The time, places, and manner of h'^rlin^r 



.Slates. 

The Senate shall have the solw })ov,'"er to irv 
all inrpeacliments ; when silting lor th;it pur- 



y Ittw direct. The number of Representatives 
:-:inll not exceed one for every thirty ihousaml, 

"111 each Slate shall have at lenst one Repre- ; elections for Senators and Represent. -,iives. 
'■^f'lilritive ; and until such enumeration shall be shall be prescribed in each. Slate bv tiie r^,..;ri.v 

hiuire thereof; but ihe Congre><s mav ;o anv 



"!:"le, iIk; State oW'S'^cio Ifanipfihirc sliall be en- 
'-I'.'d to choose three, .MasmdiuHclis eight, 
Khoiic fslaud and Providence JHaidaiinns one, 
Coiuii^cAicnt tlve, ./Yctw lor/.' six, Jsho Jcrscij 
'^ur. PciULSiiludnia eight, Ddawarc one, J\I(irij- 
'"<id six, F/rg;'/<i« ten, .iVorlli. Carolina live, 
^'■'■■lih CarnUna live, and Genrp;ia tliree. 
, Vv hen vacancies Irappen in the representa- 
"'"^iHroin . any State, the Execuiiv(j authority 
''iprcof shall i.ssue writs of ciection to fill such 
■'icancies. 



tinu! by law make or alter such reo-ulaiious, ex- 
cejii as to the places of choosing Senators. 

Til*:' Congress shall assemble at least once in 
every year, and such meeting .sIipUI b^' un the 
I'irst .Monday in ]3ecemi)er, unless they slrall 
In' law' apooini a different dav. 
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SEGTION^ V. 

Each House shall be tiie judge of t;ie ei"C- 
relurns, and qualKicalions of i'., r,v,-n 



•711 r . • 1 n ! ^ i members, and a majoritv of each shaii r,-,n:-;i- 
leriouseof Kepresmaiives sha choose ; a quorum to di business; but a .m-i.r 
i .^peaker and oiner oncers ; and shad, have , ^^-^^^^ j 
""isole power ot nuneachment. i > i.., 1 I ,1: ,• 



e pov/er ot niij)eacnment 

SECTION III. 

The Senate of the United States shall be 



be authorized to compel the attendaiK 
sent inembers, in such manner aiid under .v^ucli 
penalties as eiich liouse may provide. 



0 

iv.ich llou'-e may determine- \\u' rulfs of | ii\« ir atljournnit^ni prevent its return, in wliich i 

i)<"(e '.irii^s, pujush its lUt-inixTj lor di^ortlfi 1 y i it nut bf' ii law. i 
li"h:iviour. aiiJ \viih the conouncncc ol' t-.vo- , F.vcry order, resolution, or vot(% to which ihc 
tiiii'.'.s <'xpel a meuilier. ! '•ojicurrencp of the S'>nat(^ ;ind Llor.se ot' ilcj)- 

Ivo.fh l.lou;^»' shall ki-ep n joiirna! of ii'q>ro- i r"<entativfs loay be ne(;:\s«^ary, (■•'xce})i on a 
«-= ;'«lin!.{s. ami iVoni lime to time piihhsii the i ipH^stion of adjournment.) shall he presented ;o 
stine, e:\.v}.>tiiji; sucii parts a.s may in thr-ir ! the President ol" the United States; and beiure 
jiid^in'-ni rf-qni.-i' ^vuvry ; and yiMs and iiay.s . me same shall lake elTwcl. .'ihall be approved by 
111 'he racinU-rs "f nriit-r House om any *|0t'^- ; h;m. or. bein;^ disapproved by him. shall btf 
li!)n sh;d!. at the di-sne (d' one-fil'th of iii(;<e i rej;asscd by two-lhirds ol" ih(? Senate ami Hou^if- 
p!.><' nl. he ont-Tcd on the joiirnal. ; sjf" llepreseniaiivcs, accordini:^ to iiie vjh>. aad 

*\"itiif'f non^;<\ dunnij ih(^ session of ('.-on- ' limiiations prescribed iti the caj.i'j ol' a hdi. 
j;nf>s, shaii, wiihoni Uu' e,ons"nt of tin'- other, ; sir<"no>- vtii 

;id|i)\irn lur mi'ri» than iinv<r days, nor to anv 

o:a.-r plat-!- 5han that m wtncii the twu lIous.j^ - 'I bo; Coi2-ress ;;hall have now.«r to by and 

x'lail IK' sio.in--. coHeet tuxes, duties, imposts, and excises, to 

sncTto.N VI. : h'^y debts and proviile lor the cornn.'on de- 

->•'! . . . . i I. ,i„n !'<■ nee and i^eneral wtdfare ot" the United States, 

1 lie '^r■llail)r.s atid K/'presentaiives snail re- . n i • . • i n i • 

. ,• . ,! • I , : hut a 1 duties, iii)oos?.c;. arid exeise-.. shall be uiu- 

et'ive a etoinvnsalioti lor tlu'ir s^-rviri-s, to l^e . , , * , r- 

, . • i i' ; 1 -1^ . r.i. T orm throughout tile L nil"'.! MatKs ; 

asefrtained !)y taw, and paid out (jjthe 1 rcapury ■ r,, j ^ , ' - rr • 

(■ ri •, 'i c<. , -^fM . \ u • •! ' io borrow money on the creuit o; tiie uiii- 

oi the i.in U'"d ^^la'e^. I hey snail m a i! oases ^, ^ ^ j 

exec!)! tnTison, thjonv, and breacli of the oeaee, •» r • 

I ' • .-I 1 ,• . 1 • ,>•'..! To recrii ate coramerce with loreiirn nations, 

be i.n-ivilerod irorn arrest durin<; their Jilteud- i , ^ , , ,^ i -.i . 

' , ,; ,• .1 • TT > !>nd anion!? the severa Citates, and with tiie 

anee at th.e session 'd their respective Houses, . trib^-s 

and in '-uini;' t(j and returning? I'rom the same: ' L' ' ^ iy\ > /• . r 

^ 1 II, -.. . IT... ' in estab ISO n unilorin rule ol natiiraliza- 
:ia(i lor anv speeeb or liebaK? in either Hou>-t', . i r i i i • . i- i i 

,. . , II • ' 1 . i- ,, i„ ..; lion, and nnilorn) laws on tiie subiect ot baiiK- 

ttsev shall noi htMjuesiioned in any other place. ' , , , it • i 

V o . ^ I' 1 ruptcics, ihrouiiboul the united states : 

?<f> -Senator or Ivcpresentative shall, durm;? • ^ i i i .i r 

.. .• ,• 1 11 I . 1 I • . , 'o com monev. re£ru ate tlie va ue thereot, 

tp.e tune tor which lie was elected, be atipoint- i i i- i- • • ^ i r .i . i i r 

od to anv civil ofli.-e under the authority of the :^"^! '''''^ ''^^^^"^^^'^ 

United States, which shall have been created, and measures ; 

,1 ; ' I r 1 111 I • : lo provide lor the niinistiment oi counter- 
or the emoluments whereol shall have been in- r .i • • i . • c .i 

1 I • I .• . 1^11 leitinii: die securities and current com ol the 

creased, ilurinr? such time; and no person hold- : ■ ^ 

in^anvoirice' under the United States shall be ^ " '^'J 5 , » , 

, .; r -.1 ■ Tj I • I- .• . I o establish post olhces ana post roads : 

n member ot either House during his contmu- i „, . J, ^- ,' „ 

/V i 10 promote the proi^ress ot science and use- 

ynce in oliicc. \ ,- } i • r v • ^ .■ .i 

lul arts, bv securinij lor limited times to authors 
SECTION vn. ' , . - I " I • • 1 . . .1 • 

and inventors the exclusive right to their re- 
All bills for raising revenue shall originate in , spective writings and discoveries : 
the House of Ivepresentatives ; but .the Senate ' To constitute tribunals inferior to the Su- 
may propose, or concur with, amendments^ as preme Court ; 

on other (.'iHs. i To define and punish piracies and felonies 

Kvery bill whicii shall have passed the House committed on the high seas.and ol'h^.'nces against 
of .lle{)resefitalives and the Senate, shall, be- the law of nations 

fore it bec(jme a law, i)t^ presented to the Presi- To declare war, grant letters of marqtte and 
dent of the Uniu-d Stales; if he approve he reprisal, and make rules concerning captures 
shall sign it, i)ut if not he shall return it, with on land or water : 

Ids objeftions, to that House in which it shall To raise and support armies, but no ai)pro- 
have originated, who shall enter the objections priation of money to that use shall bo for a 
at large on their journal, and proceed to recon- ionorer term than two years; 
siller it. If after such reconsideration two-thirds To provide and maintain a navy ; 
of that House shall agree to pass the bill, it To make rules for the Governinent and reg- 
shall be sent, together with tbe objections, to illation of the land and naval forces: 
tiie other F [ouse, by which it shall likewise be To proviile for calling forth the militia, to ex- 
reconsidered, and if approved i)y two-thirds o( ecuie the laws of the Union, suppress insur- 
that House, it shall become a hnv. But in all rections, and repel invasions ; 
surii cases the votes of both Houses shall be To provide for organizing, arming, and di?- 
determined by yeas and nays, and the names ciplining the militia, and for ^rovernin:: such 
of the persons voting lor and against the bill part of them as may be employed in tlip ser- 
shall be entered on the journal of e:acb [douse, viceofthe United States, reserving to the States, 
respectively. If any bill shall not be returned res|)eciive!y, the appointment of tbe oflicers. 
Ity the President within ten days (Sundays ex- and the authority of training the militia ac- 
cepted) after it shall have been presented to cording to the discipline prescribed by Con- 
b.im, the same shall be a lav/, in like manner gress ; 

ay if he had signed it, unkss the Congress by , " To exercise exclusive legislation, in all cases 



whatsoever, over such dislricl (noi exceeding by any Slate on imports or exports, shall be 
len miles square) as may, by cession of panic- for the use of the Treasury of the United 
uiar Slates, and the acceptance of Consross, he- i Slates ; and all such laws shall be subject to 
come the seat of the Government of the United j the rovision and control of the Congress, 
states, and to exercise like authority over all \ Xo State ^laH, without the consent of Con- 
places purchased by the consent, of the Legis- j gress, lay any duly of tonnage, keep troops or 
lature of the State in which ihe same shall be, i siiips of war in time of poace, enter into any 
for the erection of forts, magazines, arsenals, I agrcemeiil or compact witii another State, or 



with a foreign power, or engage in war, unless 
actually invaded, or in such imminent danger 



dook-vards, and oiiier needful buildings ; and 

To make all laws which shall be necessary 
ami proper for carrying into execution the fore- i as will not admit of delay. 
Lfoing powers, and all other powers vested by ■ 'VRTiCI F \l 

this Constitution in ihe Government of the ' 
Unitf'd Stales, or in any department or ofiice ; section i. 

iherc-of. i Tiie Executive power shell be vested in a 

SECTION- IX. \ President of the United States of America. Me 

The migration or importation of such per- i shall hold his oiRce during the term of four 
sons as any of the States now existing siiall | years, and, together Vviih the Vice Presideiu, 
tiiink proper to admit, shall not be prohibited ■ chosen for the same term, be elected as follows; 
h}' the Congress prior to the year eighteen ■ Each State shall appoint, in such manner a*^ 
hundred and eight, but a tax or duty iiiay be ; the Legislature thereof may direct, a number 
imposed on such importation, not exceeding : of electors, equal to ihc v.-iiule nuniber of Sen- 
leiidollars for each person. aiors and Representatives to wlu'ch the Slaie 

The privilege of the writ of habeas corpus i may ht^ (intilled in the Cougr -ss : but no Sena- 
shall not be suspended, unless when in cases ; tor or Representative, or person holding an of- 
of rebellion or invasion the public safely may '. fice of trust or profii under ihe Cnited Stales, 
require it. shall be appointed an e!,;Clor. 

.\'u bill of attainder or ex post facio law shall , Tlie ehiciors sh;ili meei in I'leir respecliv;* 
he passed. , States, and vote by ijaiiol fur two persons, of 

Xo capitation, or other direct tax, shall be whom one at least shall noi ho r.n inhabitant 
laid, unless in proportion to the census or enu- : of ihe same State with tliemselvt^s. And they 
iiipration hereinbefore directed to be taken. ' shall make a list of all the persons voted fur. 

Xo tax or duly shall be laid on articles ex- ; and the number of voies for each ; which list 
ported l>om any Stale. they siiall sign and certify, and transmit se.ile<i 

Xo preference shall be given by any regula- ; to the seal of the Government of the United 
lion of commerce or revenue to the ports of one ; Siates, directed to the President of the Senaie. 
'"Stale over those of another; nor shall vessels The Presid^*ni of the S(!nate sirall, in the prcs- 
'juund to or from one Stale, be obliged to en- ence of the Sen;Ue -.iud House of Uepresenia- 
ter, clear, or pay duties, in another. i lives, open all the ceriiiicates, and the vo'es 

Xo money shall be drawn from the Treasury, shall then be counted. The person having the 
I'Uiin consequence of appropriaiions made by ' greatest number of voir-s shall be the I'resident, 
iaw; and a regular statement and account of iii" stn^h number b(! a majority of the wdiuie 
the receipts and expenditures of all public ' number of electors appointed : and if there Ixi 
money shall be published from time to time. ■ more than one who have such majority, and 
Xo title of nobility shall be granted by the ■ have an o(\un\ number of votes, then the House 
United St-ites J and no person holding any of- ' of Representatives siiall immedinlely choose, 
lice of profit or trust under them, shall, with- ; by ballot, one of th.em for Presideni ; and if no 
out the consent of the Congress, accept of any ' person have a majority, then from the live hi :h- 
prosent, emolument, otlice, or title, of any kind M'Sl on th.e list the s:iid House sliail, in i;!:?-* 
whatever, from any king, prince, or foreign ^ manner, choose the President. But in choosi.-.i,' 
stale. I the President, the votes shall be taken by StaU-s, 

SECTION X. i the representation from each State having one 

Xo Slate shall enter into anv treaty, alliance. ^ ''f- ' this purpose shall consist 

or confederation ; grant letiers of marque and I " ^ '^^'^"^'^f >• i\^'^"^»><^rs Irom tv^-o-ihirds o. n. 
reprisal; coin money ; emit bUlsof credit; make j ^ ^'"'il^^'^'' ^[ '^^'-^^"^^ f'^' 

anvlhing but -old and silver coin a tender in I '\*^^'^^sarv to a choice. In every case, after .he 
pavmenl of debts ; pass any bill of attainder, , '^"^"'^ t!u> President, the person hnv.ng . ,.. 
.'x-post facto law, or law impairing the obliga- ^''''}^!'' "/^^^^^ ^'[f ^ ]^'^ "'7'^^*" '^^^ 
tioii of contracts, or grant any title of nobilay. '^'^ ^ ''"'^ President irJut .1. there should rernam 
No State shall, without the consent of liie i »;vo or more who have ^'P-al votes, the SeM.rn 
(.'ongress, lay any imposts or duties on imporis i ^''^'^^^ ^'^^''^^ ^^'^'^'^^^ ^ ^ 
or exports, except what may be absolutely ne- ' 

•essary for executing ils inspection laws ;" and j * ^his clanso of the Constitation has been anierid- 
e neit produce oi all duties and imposts, laid ! ed. vSec iweiab article of tho amendment*. 



'j"l!0 Col>g^^'^.s may (Iftermino ihr. tinio of 
choosing the eleciors, and the d.iy on which 
they shall give iheir volos; which day J^hull he 
liie same ihronghoul iiie United States. 

Ko per5>on except a natural born citi/UMi, or 
a citizen of the United Slates at the time of' 
the adoption of" this C'onsiiiuiion, shall be eligi- i 
ble to tiie odice of Pre>iden! ; neither shall any 
person he eligible to that oliice who shall not 
have attained lo the age of iliirty-five y<'nrs, 
and been fourteen years a resident within the 
United Stales. 

In case of the removal of the Preside!U from 
oilice, or of his ib-aih, resitrnaiion, or inability 
to discharge the po\v(M-s and duties of the said 
ofllce, the samf? shall devolve on the Vice ['res- 
ident, and the Congress may by law provide 
for the case of removal, death, resi<.rnalion, or 
inability, both of the President and Vice Presi- 
dent, declaring what ollicer shall then act as 
President; and sn<'h ofncer shall act according- 
ly, until the disability be removed, or a Presi- 
dent shall be elected. 

The I'resideni .shall, at stated times, receive 
for his services a compen.saiion, which shall 
neiiher l)e increased or diminished during the 
period for which he shall have been elected, 
and he shall not receive within that |)eriod any 
other emolument from the United Stales, or 
any of ihem. 

Before he enter on the execution of his office, 
he shall take the following oath or aliirmation: 

" f do solemnly swear (or alfirm) that \ will 
faithfully execute the office of President of the 
United States, and will, to the be.st of my abili- 
ty, preserve, protect, and defend the Constitu- 
tion of the United States." 

sKcrroN II. 

The President shall be commander-in-chief of 
the army and navy of the United States, and of 
the fniliiia of the several States, when called 
into the actual .service of the United Stales ; he 
may require the opinion, in writing, of the 
principal officer in each of the Executive De- 
partments, upon any subject relating to the 
duties of their respective oflices ; and he shall 
iiave power to grant rf^prieves and pardons for 
olTences against the United States, except in 
cases of imi)eachment. 

Tie shall have power, by and with ihe advice 
and consent of the Senate, to make lreaiie.s, 
provided two-thirds of the Senators present 
concur; and ho shall nominate, and, by and 
with the advice and consent of the Senat(\ 
shall appoint ambassadors, other nu'nisters and 
consuls, judges of the Su[)reme Court, and all 
other ofYicers of the United States, who.se ap- 
pointments are not herein otherwise provide^] 
for. and which shall be established by law; but 
the Congress may by law vest the a[)pointrrjeni 
of such inferior olficers as they think proper, in 
the President alone, in the courts of law, or in 
the heads of Departments. 

Tlie President shall have power to fill up all 



vacancies that may liap{)en during the rvms 
of the Senate, by granting connnissions M'luch 
shall exi)ire at the end of their next session. 

SECTION III. 

IJe shall from time to lime give to the Con- 
gress iiiformalion ol the stale of ihe Union, am! 
recommend lo liieirconsideralion sucli measure 
as he shall judge nei'essary and expedieni ; he 
iiiay, on extraordinary occasions, convene both 
Douses, or either of them, and, in case of dis- 
agreemeni between them, with respect to llic 
time of adjournment, lie may acijourn them to 
such lime as he .shall tliink proper; he shnli 
receive ambassadors and oilier public ministers; 
be shall take(!are tliai tlie laws be faithfully ex- 
ecut»^d, and shall conmiission all the officers of 
the United Slates. 

SECTION IV. 

The President, Vice President, and all civil 
officers of the United Slates, shall be removet) 
i from office on impeachment for, and conviction 
! of, treason, bribery, or other high crimes and 
; misdemeanors. 

I ARTICLE J If. 

{ 8i:CTlON I. 

i The .judicial power of tlu; United States shall 
I be vested in one Supreme Court, and in such 
■ inferior courts as the Congress may from time 
i to lime ordain and establish. 'J'he judges, both 
I of the Supreme and inferior courts, shall hold 
ilieir offices during good behaviour, aod shall 
at stated times receive for their services a coai- 
i pensalion, which shall not be diminished during 
their continuance in office. 

SECTION II. 

The .Judicial pov.-er shall extend to all cases, 
in law and equity, arising under this Constitu- 
tion, the laws of the United Slates, and the 
treaties made,' or which shall be made, under 
their authority ; lo all ca.ses affecting ambassa- 
dors, other public ministers, and consuls ; to all 
cases of admiralty and maritime jurisdiction; 
to controversies to which the United Slates 
shall be a party ; to controversies between two 
or more Slates ; between a State and citizens of 
another Slate ; between citizens of different 
Stales ; between citizens of the .same Staie 
claiming lands under grants of differeni Staffs, 
and between a State, or the ciiizens thereof, 
and foreign States, citizens, or subjects. 

In all cases affecting ambassadors, other pub- 
lic ministers, and consuls, and those in which a 
State shall be a party, the Supreme Court shall 
have original juri.sdiciiou. In all the other cn.«es 
before mentioned, the Supreme Court shall 
have appellate jurisdiction, both as to law and 
lact, with such exceptions, and under such 
rejru la lions, as the Congress shall make. 

The trial of all crimes, except in cases of im- 
peachment, shall be by jury; and such trial 
shall be held in the State where the said crimes 
shall have been committed ; but when not com- 
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mined with ill nny Slaio, ilif irial shall bo al 
viicii pku:e or places; as ihe Cungre.ss may l.>y 
law liMve ilirecied. 

•SKCTION HT. 

Trwison aq'ainsi ihc t'liilcd SJatcs .sir-:!! cuii- 
;.i::t only in Ittvying war agi'.ins! ihcin, (tr iii 
adiieriii!^ lo ihcir (^ooinics, iriving iln-'in aid and 
coJUiurl. l\o person t^\\x\\\ i)e cnnvicicd ol'lrca- 
sDii. imicss on ihe lesiiinony ol' two wuiiessfs 
tu same oven lUM, or uii con'n.'ssion in 0[n'i\ 
covin. 

Tlic Congress shall have power lo declare 
th(» i)iinis!iii\pni oC treason, l.mt no atJainder of 
nvasuii sl'.ail work corruption of Idood, or Tor- ' 
feiiiire except ihirin^ the lite of lln; p<;rsoJi at- ■ 
lain led. 

ARTICLE IV.' 

SFCTION I. 

Fall faith and credit shall be jiiveti iu each 
8!;ue to ih<^ pi.ibiic acts, records, and iudii.-ial 
profe<?dings ul' every other .State. Ami the (Jon- 
qn^ss may by gent.Mal laws jirescribe the n>a!i- 
iK^r in wiiicii such acts, records, and proceed- 
ings, shall be proved, and the elFecl thereof. i 

SECTION II. ! 

The citizens of each Slate shall be entitled \ 
to ail privileges and iinmutnlies ol' citizens in; 
tiic several Slates. ; 

A person charged in any State with treason, i 
felony, or oihcn* crime, who shall lice iVoni jus- ! 
ticp, and be ibund in another Stale, shall, on de- 1 
iiiiuid of the Executive authorily of the State i 
from which he (led, be delivered up, to be re- 1 
; moved lo the State having jurisdiction of the i 
i crime. I 
No person held to service or labor in one i 
i^tate, under the laws theref)f, escapiu£r into an- i 
oilier, shall, in consequence of any law or reg- 
tilation therein, be discharged from such ser- 
vice or labor, but shall be delivered up on clains j 
0' till! parly lo whom such service or labor may ! 
Ijedue. 

SKCTION m. 

New States may be admitted by the Con- | 
gress into this Union ; but no new Stales shall i 
i'e formed or erected within the jurisdiction ol'i 
'I'ly other State ; nor any Stale be ibrmed by j 
liie junction of two or more States, or parts ol'j 
'Stales, without the consent of the Legislature 
of the Stales concerned as well as of tlie Con- 
gress. I 

The Congress shall have power to dispose of j 
and make all needful rules and regulations re- i 
^'peeling the territory or other property belong- j 
'j'g to the United Stales ; and nothing in this i 
'•-^onsiiiulion shall be so construed as to preju- j 
'bco anv claims of" the United Stales, or of anv 
particular State. 

SECTION IV. 

. The United Stales shall guaranty to every 
>*Maie in this Union a republican form of gov- 
♦-rnineni, and shall protect each of tiiem against 



invasion ; and on ap:>lic;iiioi) o!' tlic Lei;is!at;:,-e. 
or of the h^xecuiive, (when the l .i-gishtiure i.-an- 
noi l.'e converted,) against domevuc violence. 

AllTh/LK V. 

The Ct)ngre:>s, v.'henever iwo-l!:irvis of hotli 
Llouses s'iiuil deem it iiecessarv, sfi;;li propL-i-e 
aniendmenls to liiis (."ousliluiu;!!. (>r, on il:e 
ajiplication of the I-egislaiures oi iwo-ihirds of 
tin several SiMies. siuill eail a ••on venlion for 
proposini; amendments, v^hirii m either case 
siiail bt! valid lo ail interns and purpoves, as 
])art of this Coitbiituiion, when raiiih-d l.'V the 
ijegislatures oi" three-fuurihs of the several 
Stales, or by conveiiiions in ti;ree-((>uriiis lliere- 
()!, as ihc one or the (iiher mode of ratillcation 
may L>e proposed by the ("'on;jre>s ; provititMl 
ih.u no amendmeni v/hich may li(> matie prii)r 
10 the year one thousand ei^lit himdred and 
eight shall in any uranner ailed ih.-' li'-st and 
fuiirih clauses in ih(- ninth seciion of il-.e {jrsi 
ariiole : and ihai no Slate, wiihoui its con^e-it, 
shall be deprived of its ('(jual s;i)lVag(^ u\ the 
Senate. 

AllTlCLh: Vi. 

All debts coniracied anti en'jaiiemtMits enter- 
ed into, before the atloption of l!il^ Consiiiution, 
shall be as valiti against tiie United Slates un- 
der this Constitution, as under liie Confedera-- 
tion. 

'L'his Constitution, and the laws of the Uni- 
ted States whitdv shall be made in pursuance 
thereof, and all ireaties made, or which shall 
be made, under the authority of the United 
Siat(^s, shall be the supreme law of the land ; 
and the judges in every Siat(^ shall be bfjund 
ihereby. anything in the Constiuuion or lawr.; 
of any Sl;ite lo the contrary notwiib.standing. 

The Senators ;.jnd Representatives before 
tneniioned, and the meujbers of the several 
State L(^gislalures, and all Kxecutive and .Uidi- 
cial oHic-ers, boih of the United Slates and of 
the several Slates, shall be bound, by (Kith or 
aflirmation, to supjiori this Constitution; but 
no religious test shall ever be required as a 
(jualitication to any ofhci^ of puljlic trust under 
the Uni'.ed States. 

ARTICLE Vll. 

The ratification of the convenli(ms of nine 
States shall be Gulficieni for the establishment 
of this Constitution between the Slates so rati 
fying the same. 

Uone in Convention, by ihe unanimous con- 
sent of the Slates present, the seventeenth 
day of September, in the year of our Lord 
one thousand seven hundred and eighiy- 
seven. and of the Independence oi" the Uni- 
ted States of America the twelAii. In wit- 
ness thereof, we have hereunto subscribed 
our names. 

GO. WASHINGTON. 
P resident y and Dc.pulyfrom Firginia. 
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AMENDMENTS. i AUTICLE VIH. 

\ "'nr'f r? r I J^xccssive bail shall not ix; required, nor e.x- 

Aivl iv..LiLi I. ! cp.^sive lines imposed, nor cruel and unu.sual 

Conf^rcss slmll make no law rospociing an • puuishau^ns inilicted. 
ostahlis'nniciil ol rdiiiion, or prohitmincc the' 'VllTlCLE IX. 

free t^."<er(:is<' ti>ereo!, or abri:lf(in£( tiic iVeedoni ; 

oi" so.-ecli or ol' llie press'; or ih<' right of the : Tiie enuniera'.ion in the Con.stitLUion of cor- 
p.-.,p|(. I'vaceai.ly lo a.sseiiibli-. an(i to i)eniic;!J : tain ri:rlus stiall not be consirued to deny or 
liu' ( ;<n-<M-n!neut for u reth-i-bs ol' grievances. , disparage others r^nained by liic people. 

AirnCLElI. ^ . ^ ' ARTICLE X. 

■\ w('i!-rea!ihucd militia being necessary to 'I'be powers not delegated to the United 
the s.Mairity "of a free State, the right of'the Stai»\s by the Consliluiion, nor prohibited by il 
P< opie to keep and bear anus shall not be in- ; to ih« States, are reserved to the States; respecl- 
lYvioi'^l ' i^'^-'b'* 10 P<:'ople. 

ARTICLE in. ARTICLE XL 

,\o suidicr sliaii, in time of peace/: b,e quar- ; The judicial power of the United States shall 
tert:d ill any hduse wiiiioiit the coii>oal oi ihf ; not be construed to extend to any suit in law 
owut-r, nor in tunc of war but in ;i manner to \ equity commenced or prosecuted against 
be prescribed by law. ! one of the United States by citizens of another 

•VRTICLK IV. ; State, or by citizens or subjects of any foreign 

. > \ ■ . • I State. 

The right ol the poople to be secure in ttien- j ARTICLE XII. 

pi-rsoiis, iiouses, papers, and ellecls, against j ' . 

uuivasouablf scarclu^s and sei/uP's, shall not ^ ^-i^f- Hectors shall meet ni their respecUvo 
in- vinlaicd: anil no warrants shall issue but : -^'^I'C'S. •'»>«1 vote by ballot lor President and 
upon pn>ba'i)i<' cai-se, supported bv oath oral- i '^'^ President, one ol whom, at least, shall 
tir.n;UH)u,aiul particuiarlv describing the place ; '^ot be an inhabitant ol the same Stale vvitli 
mb,. searched, and the persons or Uiing to be ' i!"-^'i^^t>lves ; they shall name m their bal ms 
^ . ..„. ,j ; the person voted lor as President, and m dis- 

j:j^'[qQf_,£ V. 1 '•'"'-^ ballots the person voted for as Vice Presi- 

ident: and thev shall make distinct lists of all 
Xo person shall be held lo answer lor a cap- j pt,,.550jjy voted Yor as President, and of all p«r- 
Uiil or uthera-ise mlamous crime, unless on a | j.^^,^ ^oied for as Vice President, and of the 
presentment or indictment ol a grand jury, ex- j ^..^^.j^ . ^^^^ ihey 

cepi in eases arising in the land or naval iorces, i y.;^,^ ^^^^^ certify, and transmit .sealed to 
or m tiie miiitiu when in actual service, in time ^^^^^ ^^..^^^^ ^j^^^ Government of the United States. 



of war or public tianger ; nor shall any person 
be subject for the same oiTence to be twice put 
in jeopardy of life or limb; nor shall be com- 
{)i!lied ia ;my criminal case to be a witness 
against himself; nor be deprived oi'lile, liberty, 
or property, without due process of law; nor 



directed to the President of the Senate; the 
President of the Senate shall, in presence of the 
Senate and House of Representatives, open all 
the cerlilicates, and the votes shall tiien be 
counted ; the person having the greatest num- 
ber of votes for President shall he the President, 



shall private pru.oerty be taken for public use ; jj- j.^,,.}, n,i„i!x,r jj,. a majority of the whole 
without just cotnpensaiion. j number of electors appointed ; and if no person 

ARTICLE VI. } have sucli majority*, then, from the persons 

In all eiimina! prosecutions, the accused shall ''^ving the highest numbers not exceeding 
eniov ih... ri-hi m u speed v and public trial, by ] ^^^ee; O'^ tl^^^j'^^ those voted for as President, 
an" uupariial jury of the State and district , l'^^- House ol Representatives shall cho(^^^^^^^ 
wherein the cVinie shall have been committed, ; "'t^^li^tely by ballot, the President. But, m 
which district, shall have been previously as- ! tli';' P'-^'^^«detU, the votes shall be ^ 

ceriained by law; and tube informed of me i Slates, tne representation .rem each State 
nature and cause of the accusation ; to be con- | o"*: ^'O^': 5 «i quorum lor this purpose 

fronted witii the witnesses against him ; lo luive ' ^^^=^'1 ,^:0f' :\ member or members Iroin 
compulsory process for oblainin<r witnesses in ; ^^^^o-il"rds ot the States, and a majority ol al 
his fhvcr ; 'and to have ihc assisumcc of coun- \ ^l"^, '^'-'V^-^--^ shall be necessary lo a choice. Aiut 
sol for his defence. ' ^'^^ Ilouse or Representatives shall not choose 

r- \r 1 i a President Vv henever the right of choice shall 

ARnCLEvIl. I devolve tipon them, before the fourth day ol 

In suits at common law, where the value in , March next following, then the Vice President 
coniroversy shall exceed twenty dollars, the | shall act as President, as in the case of the death 
right of trial by jury shall be preserved ; anu no ! or other constitutional disability of the Presi- 
lact tried bv a jury shall be otherwise re-ex- I dent. 

amined, in any'court of the United States, than | The person having ihe greatest number ol 
according to the rules of tiie common law. ,. ' votes as Vice President shall be the Vice Pres- 
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uii'ni, it* siicli number ho a nr.ijorily of t!u^ rrnt jurisdiction with the jiulges of th--? oiri-uil 

v. iiol'" nmiiber of electors ;ippoiineil ; and if no iiiul disiricl conns of thp United ^^l!^t5'!^ in ' ''''Jr 

(,,,'son have a iiiajuriiv, liu'ii, from tlie two rcsppctive circuits and (iisiricts witiiin the scv- 

iii^iiot liumix-rs ori the h^:i, ilie Senate sh:il! eral States, and the jud2;os of ihp superior courl^^ 

i'huu^e ilii; Vice I'residein : a qudrunt for iho ol' the 'rerriiorit\s. severally and culh-clively, in 



n ;i-io.-;c sh.ill coirstsiof two-thirds ol' the wiude toruMirne and vacaliu;! ; and siiall ;;ranl cerlin 
n!i,!!i,icr oC Sen;iiors. and a uiajority of the caies lo such clainianis. upon satisiV.ciory proof 
wiidIc luuuher .'riui 



il nc. neccss'.iry to u choiee. 'oeiii;; made, with authority to take and rpinove 

lint person constiiuiionaiiy inf'!ii;d»h* lo such fuyiltves from service or lafor, tmiler the 

miice ot' ['resident, siiaii i)e eliixifde to tiiat restrictions iiercin containeii, to the Slate or 
ui ViL'(^ Pivsideul oi'tlte linileii Slates. 



THE FUGITIVE SLAVE LAW, 



.Vt to tiiurnd :oi(l snpplcnifMiln ry to I'np atl rsOi- 
tt!-*! " -ill !U'f i<"<\M-cniic; I'lJ^itivcs I'loisi .icsttcp jiud 
ppr>0!)S tioiu i lio ,«.<;i vi('o ot' Itioir tsja^lcrs," 

:ip|>r«v.(l I'Vt'iiiary lM'«'lflli, ortr lliou»ai:(l sovca 
iiiiiiiiicd nml Jiincij-l'i:ri'o 



Territorv iVom which such persons may iiavo 
escaped or lied. 

Skc. 5. .//;,'(/ he il fmihcr ou/dcd, 'That il 
shai! he the duty ol' all marshals and depiuy 
nuirshals to ohev and exei.mte all warrants and 
prece[;ts issued under the provisions ol iliis a<u. 



when to theni directed ; and should any mar 
shal or deputy marshal refuse to rec(Mve such 
wurrant or other process when tendered, or to 
Ik it enacted bij the Senate and lUmscof Hep- \ \\<f> aH proper means diligently to execute^ tho 
riscnlalivc^ of l.itil Uniicil Siahs of ^initiriiui in s;\u\o, he shall, on convicuoii t!ier<H)f, i)e lined 
(jjii;xycss asNCinb'i.d, 'I'hat the persons who liave , in tiie sum of one thousiind dollars, lo the use 
Uii or may hereafter be appointed commis- of such ciaimant. on thf motion oi such claim- 
I.Moiiers in virliu; of any act of Congress, by liie ant, by tije circuit or ilistrict court lor the dis- 
circuii conns of iiie United Slates, and who. it) : trict of suoli marshal; and after arrest ot sucii 
hmsequence of such appointment, are author- ■ fii^ritive by sucii marshal or his deputy , or 
I i/eil to exercise tho powers that any justice of : whilst at any time in his custody under the pro- 
I'iie peace, or other magislrale of any of the visions umler this act, should such lugiiive <'S-^ 
Uiiiipci Stales, may exercise in respect lo oireiul- I cape, whether with or without the assent of 
cii for any crime or oilence against the Unitoid ' such marshal or his deputy, such marshal shall 
Suites, by arresting, im[)risot)ing, or bailing, | be liable on his o-liciai bond to be prosecuied 
liif same, under and by virtue of the thirty- 1 for the benefit of such claimant for the full value 
tnird section of the act of the twenty-fourth of; of the service or labor of said fugitive, in the 
Srpteinber, seventeen hundred and eighty-nine, State, Territory, or District, wdience heescaped ; 
eniiilf'il " An act to establish the judicial courts ; and the better to enable the said commissioners, 
of tho United States," shall be, and are hereby, ; when thus appointed, lo execute their duties 
authorized and required to exercise and dis- j fiithfully and efficiently, in conforniity with the 
'•iifirgo all the powers and duties conferred by i requirements of the Constitution of the United 
'hisiici. ' j States and of this act, thev are hereby author- 

8ec. 2. And he it farther enacted. That the I ized and enipowered, within their counties, re- 
Miporior court of each organized Territory of Sj^eciively, to appoint, in writinfr, under their 
u'leUaiied Stales shall have the same power to hands, any one or more suitable persons, froiTi 
appoint commissioners to take acknowledg- ! time to time, to execute all such warrants and 
nienlsof bail and athdavits. and to taice depijsi- ; other proc«'Ss as may be issued by them in the 
tioiis of witnesses in civil causes, which is now , lawful performance of their resj)ertive duties ; 
poss;.;sspd by the circuit court of the United i with authority to such commissioners, or the 
■Stales; and all commissioners who shall here- \ persons to be apj)oinlpd by them, to execute 
alter be appointed for such purposes by the su- I process as aforesaid, to summon and call to^ 
p-'dnr court of any organized Territory of the | their aid the bystanders, or pos.se rnmilalns ot 
i-'nited States, shall possess all the powers, and I the proper county, when necessary to insure a 
fX(!rcise all the duties, conferred by law upon j faithful observance of the clause of the Consti- 
';ominissioners appointed by the United Slates | tution referred to, in conformity with the pro- 
if'r similar purposes, and shall moreover expr- j visions of this act; and all good citizpns are 
i-iseand discharge all the powers and duties hereby com,T)anded to aid and assist in the 
'•nnferred by this act. ; prompt nnd efficient execution of this law, 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted. That the : whenever their services may be required, as 
"ircitit courts of the United States, and the su- aforesaid, for that purpose ; and said warrants 
Pfdor courts of each organized Territory of the ; shall run and be executed by said ofiicers any- 
' nited States, shall from time to time enlarge ■ where in the State within which they are is- 
'"'f' n limber of commissioners, with a view to | sued. 

';irord reasonable facilities to reclaim fugitives ■ Sec. G. And he it further enacted. That when 
'TOm labor, and to the prompt discharge of the a person held to service or labor in any State or 
■i^tips imposed bv this act. | Territory of the United States, has heretofore 

'^Ec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the '[ or shall hereafter escape into another State or 
'-oinraissioners above named shall have concur- ' Territory of the United States, the person or 



persons I') whi.-.m s.'M'V!im"' or inl.-oi- iiiav ii-.- i sirud , !iinil'>r. or urt-vfii!, (^IrJiiiaiil. 1.: 



vi.ir, or >>.:;-, inT, or llv-ir iii;- u; or ;iitorn''y, 
ui.iiy :5uiiiori'/i'ii l.iy ]><)\vi.r of iiUonu^y, ia 
wriuni;'. lu-lir.owle/jgcu aiiu ccrtiiieJ uii;!er lli'^ 
.'M'ai (ij' SM!!!'* U-<S'i\ it'.Wcvi' or (Mtin oi" liic "^iiUc 

" — II- ■ .•• • 
>on. ciiiicr hv 

oiic oi' i!u; {.-(iijn.^. jU:l;^(.'.s. or coniMiis^ioi^.^-rs 
albri'siiiii, uT lh<' proper cir.-.-uil, disiriot . r,r (•()!.!)!- 
ly. fur ihc ajr,.»ri'ii!'ii-i()n oi" Kuoh iVi 1,0 live Worn 
sfrvicc or !'i!)or, or ;»v s^'i/.in;: i>n;l arre.^tiii:;' 



or Ti'rrii.ory in wiiieh tliv:' saiiio luav 

' ' porMi*;' aiui rorliiiiii swcu hiiciiive \M-r- 
proriirini;" a vVi'.rr.iiil iVom sumio 



win 're ih'' saiTK" cp.ii i)0 (.iono 



a;.n-:ii or iiitornfy . or r-iiy r-or.son or ru-r.-on.- luu- 
ruiiy n>'<isii!i£j hi'ii, hor, or '.licm, from ;irri'.sii;;'.f 
si;rh a i'ugijivc from wprviro or ia:)or, ciil.v.'i- wiiii 
or W'I'moui proci'ss w- aioresai.! : or .'•h:;ll Jvsi'ui.Mjr 
aiieinp) io rescue siieb. fuirilivf iVvMM st-rvi'V' or 
lai)or. iVoiu liie cu.K'.?:iiy of .stic'n ciaiiiiafU, inb 
or her aLT'-ni. or aiiorricy, or oiher |)ersun or 
person.-:;, lawfully a.ssisiinf^ ;is afores-aiti. wiieii^ii 
arre-steil, j)i!rsn;uiU'^ liie aulliority herein .;;>ivt-ii 
;iml I'i'chwvf! ; or shall aid. ab 'l, or ;issisi. sucii 
persoii >o owin:;^ si-rvicc hhoras aibresaiJ, 
(lirectiy or jiui-iroclly, lo esi-ape i'nnn ^nv\{ 



u-iihoui proeeb;:i. aiui hy lakitig, or e;iusing- • (:l;.;iiiiant,hisaLrLMn()rat.iornev.orolh(M- jjersoimr ' 
y-xwl) person 10 lie tak<'n, forth.wiih. h.:Mbre .sucii | pr:rson< legally aothorize-.l as aroret-'ait! ; orshall 
conn. Jiuirje. or coiaiiiie.^^ioncr, whose duty it | ir-irhor or (•on'oeal such fuiciiive, so as lo prevc'tit 
sh.ai! !v' to hear and deiennitie ihe (.-.ise oi'sucii ' tli-; discjverv and arrest, of such person, .liter 



e.ia.!nani m a sotumary nianner : -anti upon s;!i- 
isfiii'tory proof lit-ing mad:;, by (iepo.-;:!!on or 
a.in:;a vit, iti wriliiig, 10 h" taken and cerlitied hy 
such, couri, jndixe, or coimiiis^iimer, or by oii-i.-r 
^^atis^a(•lory tesiuuony, duly taken aiid cerliii<-'d 
hy some court, niagisual<', justice ofih.e j)eac(\ 



ti{.>lic(! or knosvlediif of ih.o fact that such per- 
son was a fugitive from service or ialior as aibn- 
suid, shalJ, ibir eiih'M- of said oileiires, be suh- 
ject to a ime not exceeding one ihousand dol- 
lars, and in)j »d?on!Tient not exceeding six 
inoiilhs. \)V iiiJictnii-ut and conviction hoforc 



orotlcr ]ega.l oHicer author!;^--d to adininisier i the disiri-:! court (if the Ibni'^ed Stales for \\v' 
an oath and take_depositi-ony u;k!&t the \ixw^ oi' ] district ui which such ofibace may have biyii 
the State or Territory frou» w'licii such person 1 conuuitted, or belbr-.-! the j)roper court of crini- 
uv/ing service or hdjor may have escaped, with ina! jurisdiciion, if cotimuttei; wiThie. anv one 
a certificate of such magisiracv or other author- j oi' the organ i'/.ed Territories (d'!h(> Uniuul .Slates: 
ity, as a!bri's;iid, v^ith ilie .s-mI of llie proper and .shall nu.ore.ovt-r forfeii and pay, bv^ way ul' 
c.om-l or oilicer the;-eio attai.du-ni, whitdi ;sea! civil damagc-s to tb;-! i.iarty injured by such 
shall hi! suidcient lo establish th'; com[)e!eue.y j iijc!.^a! conduct, the ,-aun ol'one ihou.sand'doKar.'; 
ol" the proo!', and with, prool", also by afiidavit, j tbr tMcii fugitive .so iosi. as aforc-^aid, to here- 
of the idetUiiy of the person whose service or j covereii by action ofdeht, in anv of ilu; district 
labor is claiuuH.1 to be due, as aibresaid, that the | or territorial courts albre.said,' within whose 
pcr.son so arrested does in fact owe service or | jurisdM'.iiou (bo .said oilence n)ay have beoii 
lahor lo the iiev.son or persons claiminir him or coimuitled. 
her, in the Slate or Territory from which such 
lugilive may have escaped as albre.said, and 
that said ])erson e.sca()ed, to make out and de- 
liver to .such claimani, his or lier agent or at- 
torney, a certificate seiung ibrib the substantial 
facts as to ilui s(--rvic(; or labiir di.U' from sued) 
fugiiivc lo the claiuiant, and of his or her es- 
cap(> from the Stain or Territory in which sucli 
servici^ or labor was due, t.o tlu; Stale or T»;rri- 



Sec.. 



r.>. .'Ind he it fiuihrr enarJcd, That the 
marsliais, their deputies, and the clerk.s of the 
said district ai'.ti territorial courts, shall b". paiii 
ibr tlieir services iikeiees a.s may be alloweil 
fco them for similar .services in other cases; ami 
where :iuch services are renihn'cd Rxchi.^iveiy 
in the arre;?t, custody, and dehvery of the fiigi- 
live to the claimant, his or Ium- agent or atiur- 
^ nev, or when^ sucii s;u[)posed fugitive ).na\' be 
tt)ry in which lu' or she was arrested. With au- \ discharged o'.il of custody tor theVaistof s'ulii- 
Ihority to .such claiujant, or his or her agent or I cient proof as aibresaid, then .sucli fees are to be 
attorney, to us(^ such n.'asonablo Ibrce and re- | paid in ilu; whole bv wsuch claimant, hi.s ageiii 
straint a.s niay be necessary, under the circum- ; or attorney ; and in all cases where the procce'J- 
stances of the case, to take and remove such fu- [ ings are before a coiiimis.sioner, he shall be en- 
gitivc' person back to the State or Ti^ritory | titled to a fee of ten dollars in full for his sfr.-vi- 
whence he or she nuiy have escaped as aibre- 1 cos in each case, upon the delivery of the.*=:iiii 
said. In no trial or hearing, und.er ti\is act. i certificate to the claimant, his or 'her agent or 
shall the testimony of such alleged I'ugiiive be | atiornev ; or a fee of live dollars in cases where 
ndmilted in evidence; and the certiUcate.s in ; the proof shidl not, in the opinion of s:uch coni- 
this and the lirst section mentioned shall be : mi.^sioner, warrant such C(-rtificate and deliverv. 
cuiKdusive ot the right of the person or persons ' inclusive of all .services incident to such arrest 
ni whose lavor granted, to remove such fugi- and examination, to be paid in either case by 
tive to the State or Territory from which lie ■ ihe claimant, his or her agent or attorney. The 
oscaj)ed,and shall prevent all molestation of | person or persons authorized io execute the 
such person or persons, by any pruces.-? issued j proce.ss to be issued bv such comud.ssioners, Ibr 
by any court, judge, magistrate, or other per- 1 the arrest and detention of luiritives from ser- 
son , wliomsoever. _ ; vice or labor as albre^^aid, shall also beentitled to 

Skc. 7. .■hid he it further mac.liuU That any ' a fee of five dollars each ibr each person he or 
person who shall knownigly and willingly ob- ■ they may arrest and take before any such com- 



.1 o 



Mii^sioiif-r ns afore.'^ruii, at tnf^ i n.^f a d cc nnd ro- i Diissi-Jtioi-, or oihcr (vlivT-r aui!inn;'.«-(l ])y t!ie 
[such claimunl; wilh siuMt oih^T iin s as ; i;i\v ihr Uiiiu-t! "-Mait-s U) causv^ j)i.M>u!is v^- 

iVuiii tvcrvii-e or labor io ih' di.'-i vi'n'u 
iisli ii!' !H>K; U'.ia'!) \o hr !uii ai>d cow- 



;;j;iv l.c tit'(!;i u'i ' !"( 'aMjaal'l; ' by surh cuJniius.-KHj- 
('[• !ur .-lU'ii olhi-'i- aiiiiilional sitvicps as may be 
i,r;-;'S^anlv prriuri!!''!! 1)7 bini or liicin : such -.ss 
nia-ri-lii'i,!;" ;ii 'bi? cxainiiiatinn, '.ii'- iuirl- 

;:vi' iii cn<;()(.ly, aiiil |)rovi(iir.;;" hiin wilt! Uu'ii 
r.i!'.; ioti:;iiiy (iurin;^ b.is lir'fiiuoii, atiu uiuii ib<' 
;;.Kil !i<'l"i"i'iiii:\iioii of-vach f()!n!iut>>i(Uior ; ut!<i 
ill o-iier.-il lur jx^Ttanaini:' sucb otlier (hiiies as 
!nuv be r(M|iiiiv«l by such <'laii!i;«i!l, his or h;"; 
aiiuiney urag(nil, or cuijiniisiiotier iii Uk; preiii- 
iM'^, such U:vs to hi; niaue U[< in conibriaiiy 
wiih tlu; foes usuallv c/iiariced bv ihe ofliccrs ut" 



i:aj.i'.i;i" 



t.'iu.sivc evivicu'.v' oi iii<; WwA u! ('>i'a>)c, ar.i! ibat: 
di.'c 111 th-' pariv in surii rvcurd iii< ul:(,'!ie(i. 



pariy 

Aii'-i upo!! lit!' j!ro;iiifiiu!i by the ^:a!:i party 
olinT arid iViriii-T (>vi;i(*i)r!'. if n(*f(^ss;!ry , eiihi-r 
or.i! or I)V ni'rulavii, in v!(i(itii>)!i lo what, is coti- 
laiiifd ii: ihf> saiJ roc^rd, ol" iho iiU'iiiity ol' the 
ptnsuii c.-capii)ii", hs' or s'so shall bi» (.loHvi-rcd 
u|) to ihc ciaiinatit. i\rnl ibi- suicl courl. coiii- 
tnissioncr, ju;i;4"!\ or other ptTson aiilhorizod 



lilt' courts ol" juslico within the i^ropcr district : by this art lo i^M-ani. coriiluMtcs lo chiimants ot 



or county, as near as may bo practicable, and 
paid by such chiiniants, their ag:c;its" or utior- 
iieys. wheliier such supposed I'ugitives iVom 
service or labor l>e ordered to be' d(Mivereu to 



{'uii;itives, slvail, upou the [.'roduciion of the rec- 
ord ar.d other evitiences aloresaul. i^rant to siu;h 
chriinant a certiii(;ate ol" his right to take any 
such persoi. ideiiiihed and proved to be o^vin<i■ 



.sucll dainiaats bv the final ut:terniination of j service or ia.bor as albresaid, which certihcate 



<mi oonunissioner or not. 

Si:c. 9. ,/:l>id ha U fiuihcr cnadcd. That 
apoii uOidavit made by the claimant of such 
iiiiriiivr, his agent or attorney, after such cer- 



sir.Ul aniiiO! ize sucli ciaiio.anl to seize or arrest 
and iransijor'. such person to the Slate or Ter- 
ritorv iVoDi whicii In? escaptHi ; rnnniled. That 
noiiiing iierein contained shall be construed as 
tilioiitfc has been issued, that he lias reason to : re(p.iirii!g liie pc-(;duction of a transcri'pl of such 
appiclierid that sucli fu-rilive will be rescued ; record as evidence as aforesaid. But in its ab- 
i)V ibrct; from his or tiieir possession before he seaee, the claim shall be iieard and deteruuned 
1)1! laken beyond the limits of tiie State in ; upon other sauslaciory pn-oofs, competent in 
whidi the arrest is made, it shall be tlu; duty ,.hnv 
oi' liie oliicer making the arrest to reta.in such ; 



t'ii;'iiivc in his custody, and to remove hiui to i 
til:; Slate whenct! lie lied, and there to deliver i 
iiini to said claimant, his agent or attorney, j 
Ami lo this end. the oflieer afon^said is iu;re!)y j 
ni;i!iorized and mpiiretl to emi)loy so uiany j 
lUTsoiiS as he may deem necessary to overcome i 
.>iic!i force, and to retain tlieui in his service so i 
!o!i;';is circumstances may require. The said | 
oiiicer and b.is assistants, while so employed, to 
receive the same compensation, and to be allow- 
rd ihe same expenses, as are now allowed by ; 
law for transportation of criminals, to be cent ; 
ii'.M by tlu; judge of tin? district within which ; 
the arrest is made, and paid out of the treasury | 
ofiiie United States, ^ i 

Skc. 10. Jhtd he it fur'Jv^r (ipj.idcd, 

d to service or labor in anv . 
«i:u. or Territory, or in the District of Cohtm^ ! .i,.^!!?:.:!^ 



Speaker ofHic I lou.se of !ic()ri:si:ntiiiivcs. 
Wir.iJA.Ai H. KfiVo, 
I^yvsidenl of I 'he Senate pro Icmporc. 
Approved, Set)tember 18. icioO. 
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THE DEMOCRATIC PLATFORM. 

ADOPTED AT LALTIMOHE, .jUXM 1. .1852. 



I. Jlrsofrcfl, Tliiifc the Ainoriciin Ootnocrocy plnco 
ilicir Ini.-it in tliu iiite!li;^cjice. thu putriut.i.sm. iiml tho 
ili-'^criiniiKitin^ justice ot tho A.in(;ricii.n j)eiiplf.!. 

II. Rino/nifl , That wc regard thi? uf; a. (li.-Jtiiictivy 
fc'iUiire of our polit.ical crooil. whieh wo .are ]ir()Ufl to 
maintain l)oturo tho world a? tho j^roiit moral eli;- 

whpp, auv tu-vsou held to service or labor in anv i -"lont in a fon:i of g-ovoniment springing from and 
.Siai. or 'lerriiory , or in the ]>istrict of Cohtm'- I 'M'bchl by the popuhir will : and wc contrast it with 
' •11. ^ ,1- I ♦ I i th« creed and practice ol J- edurali?in, under whatever 

ilia, shall escape Iherelrom, the party to whom j j.^,.,.. n^^. ^^.jj, .{.^ 

Siii.'h servit.'e or labor shall bo* due, his, her, or i constituent, nnd which concdvos no imposture too 
lai'ira'^eut or attorney, n^ay appiv to anv court ' monstrous for the public credulity, 
of reoTrd tlierein. or fudge thereof in va'cation, \ .in. liesryl^cd, ///.^/vyj;;^ That entertaining these 
1 1 • I- . r ♦ ^. .1,,-t I views, tho Democratic party ot this Union, through 

■uiuiuake saleslaclory prool to such eomt, or .; ^.^^ delegates assemblen in a Oenoral Convention, 
juugo in vacation, ot ine escape a.oresaul, and ; ,.,>,aing togutiier in a ppirit of concord, of devotion to 
tliai the person escaping owed se-rvice or labor : the doctrines and fait;h of .-i. frto roprtisentati vo (rov- 
^0 such party Whereupon, the court shall ; crnmont, and appealing to their fellow-citizens for 
'-MUso'a recoil to be luade of the matters so iho rectitude of their intention? renew and reassert-, 

" ^ . . (• .1 ^ heiore the American people tho declar.ntions ot ])r 

P'Oved, and also a general description ot the 

piTjiiiu so escaping, with such convenient cer- 
'^lini'v'^ as mav be ; and a transcript of such 
'"'■•ord, authenticated by the attestation of the 

f^i^'rk and of the sea! of the said court, being , , . w i *. • n 

rinu wi Lii<- ^ . => I j,,-ants Ot power therein ought to he strictly construe 

i'rodueed m any other bfale, lerritory, or JJis- ^ ^j^^ departments and agents of the Govern 

inct. ill which the person so escaping may be j mont: and that it is inexpedient and dangerous to ex 
'^uiid, and being exhibited lo any judge, con> ■ orcise doubtful constitutional powers. 



people cno ueciar.ntions ol jirin- 
(ti^)k■^: avowed by them when, on former occasions, in 
(lencral Con voli tion, thev have presented their candi- 
dates for the popular sulTrages: 

]. That the Federal '.Jovcrnment is one of limited 
powers, derived solely from the Constitution, .and tho 

onstrued 
cm- 
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3. Thnt the Coiistitiition doos not confer upon xhv ' 
Cii;jioral (.Jovi-riiinont ihe powur to i-oni.iionot' :iml t.';ir- 
rv o:i a j^.^neral sy^iem ot" intern:;! i;!;i.i<<\H'moi;t- 

.'i. TiiMtiiM! C<>n?lituti(i7i t^io? n-'t conf-.-r :u!(!M!rity 
iipi'ii tti'j I'l'doiiii <»>tvor3^.inon;. dircotly <>; i:i"iiiL-fiiy, 
J') :i<;-nuu' tl!<-! liulits ol' { c .s«jv..';m1 SlaU'S, c'.niJv.'i;:!!.''! 

luval ;uhl internal iia ju (..vvru(.'nts nr oiUav SiaU; 
]iur;i<.i.-i'.>-: ; viv wuiilil siich ar^i-uiuiiUon be j'.K-t or oi- ! 
pcd'.i.'tit. 

'1. liiat justice and !=nnnd policy for'nid t!u-» Vcn- 
oral Gnvuriiincnt to tb.-ter ont' liram.-ii nf indii^tiy U> ; 
tiif iK'triinont ol'any otiioi-. or to rlunisli the i!ilfrc,>;-.\< 
ofoiu! jii.);liun to the injury of aiioilior portion ul wur 
i.'Oi'.iinon i.-.onntry ; tiial every citizt-n. and cvi.-rv .s./r- 
tiun of Ou! country, has a ri,L'lit to demand ;\nd in-jist 
upon :\n oquulity of ri^iiis and j)rivilo;,'t:s. a nd tocnui- 
plctc and ample jiroloction cd' p'jr.sons and iv.oiierty 
from domestic.* violonoo or foreign :i^i£ros.sion- 

5. Ti)at it is t!u; duty of every i/nuudi of the flov- ■ 
eminent to etdbrcc and ])raetice tlu; most rigid econ- 
omy iu conductinii^ our putdic affairj:, and that no ' 
nnmj njveiMie ought to lio raised than is rc piired to j 
defray tiie neoerfsavy e.vpt^nses of tho Govcrn'Meni, i 
and for the gradual but eertaiu e.xtinctiuu of llie pub- j 
.lie debt. 

t). That Congress has no power to ohartcr a Xation- 
:il I'ank ; that wo believe sueh an institution one of 
deadly hostility to the !)e!^t intcrt'.its of the cCMintry, 
<laiif;eroiis to our rcjiubiii:an institution.'! »n<{ the I'''- ' 
ertiis of t!ie people ajid valeiilaled to ]i!ace the b»-i- 
Jies.s rif tlie country witliin tiie e<uitrol »d' a eori>'en- - 
tratod money iiov,-i(r. and aiiove the hiws and the wi'l 
of the ])eop!c ; and thtit !ho results (f Democratic 
Ic-gi.slation. in this and i'.it other iivnuieiiil measures ' 
upon which issues have been made between the two i 
]i(ditical parties o!" the country, iiave denumsirai.ed. i 
to can<lid and practical nwn of all parties, tbeir-sound- ' 
nei's, satety. and utility, in all bu.sincss pursuit,"^. 

7. j'hat Llie separation of the moneys of tin- Gov i 
onimeat from baiikin;; in.«tit,ution.s i.s indispcnsai)!e ! 
for the safety of the funds of tiie Government and the ■ 
riirhts of the peojtie. 

S. /i'iiat the liberal prin;;iplc.s on-.bodied iiy Ji.'lFer- j 
.son in the r>eidaraiion of I ndepemience. and ^-anc- \ 
tinned in tlie i^on.slitutinn, which makes our.s the land of i 
Jiiierty and the a.^yluin (d' the opijressod of every na- ; 
tion, ha.ve ever been eardinai iirinciplc? in the Denio- > 
cratio faith : ami every ;iticmpl to abridj^e tlie privi- ] 
lege of becomin;,' eiti/.en.s and tlie owners of soil among 
11.5 ought to be resisted with the same spirit, wliicdi i 
swept tho alien and sedition !aw.s from our statute I 
books. i 

9. That Congress has no power umler tho Const itu- ! 
tion to intertero with or control the dume.srii' institu- I 
tions of the several State.';, and that such States are 1 
the sole and proper judges of everythinijr appertiiinini; i 
to their own all'air.s, not prohibited by the Con.";t,itu- 
tion ; that aJ! efforts of thi; AboHtlonist.s or others, 
made to induce Congress to interfere with ijucslions of 
slavery, or to take incipient siejis in relation tlnnvco, 
are calculated to lead to the most alarmin<^ and dan- 
j:;orons consequences i and that all .sucli etVorts have an 
inevitable tendency to diiuinsh the Inippincss oi' the 
people and endanger the stabiliiy and permanencv of 
tho l.'nion, and ou.<j;ht not to bo countenanced by any 
friend of our p(ditical institutions. 

IV. Rrsolvt'il, That the forei;oing proposition cov- 
ens and was intended to embrace the wludo subject of 1 
slavery ugitation in Congress; and therefore the Dem- 
ocratic party of the Union, standing on this national 
phitf(H-ni. will abide by and aiiiiero to a faithful exe- 
cution of the acts known as tho Compromise meas- 
ures settled Ijy the last Congress, '• the act for re- 
claimiu}:; fugitives from service or labor "' included : 
which act, being designed to carry out an e.^press pro- 
vision of ihe Constitution, cannot with fidelity there- 
to be repealed or so changed as to destroy or impair 
its otBciency. 

V. Resolved, That tho Domocratic paily will resist 



all attcmpi.s at renewing, in CongicH." or out of it, the 
agitation of llie slavery (piettion, under whattvtr 
shiijie or cohn- tlio aitci!J]it may be made. 

V!. I u'so ';■!(.', 'J'hat tlie I'rn.-eeds of the publie lanH? 
ougiit to be .sacredly applied to th': natio.nal ohjoe!'. 1 
si.iecified in tiic '.'on.stilnlion ; and that we are oyijiu^f,] 
to any law i'm tii;- distribution of se.eli jiroc eds- aiuo!!- 
the Slates, jis alike inexpedient in policy and ropiig 
!:a"i! i.o Ihe Cor.s'.itii'ioii. 

\ nr.sti'r-;/. That we are decidedly oppn.^cd to 
taking from the President the t',na!ilicd vol o power, 
i-y which he is onalded. umier restriction.? and rts}-on- 
sibiliiies amply sutficit-nt to gnatd tiie jaiidic :iu>!rtt?t, 
to suspend t'le ]'.i.-^s;igc of a b;)! whose merits cariniii 
.-'.''■ure the ••uiproval u\' two-t!iir(}s <d' the Senate iiiif! 
liouse of iU'presentatives until tlie judgment, of ti)p 
peuple e;'.n lie obtained thereo;i. and wiiieh has .«avcd 
iiic Air.erican peoj'lc Iroiu tin; corrnp.t and tyrannical 
domiiiiuion ot the P>;tiik of the L'nitcd State«, and 
from a corruiiting system of general internal iinprove- 
inon?s. 

Viil. Itrsnh'xl, Tliat the Democratic party will 
faithfully abide by and u))h(dd the jirineiplcs \i\v\ 
tiiiv.n in the Kentucky and Virginia ro.^tdution? dl 
J 71)8. :i!id in the report of Mr. Madison to the Virginia 
Jjcgisialure in !7i;'.i ; that it adopts tlio>e jiriaciplcs :is 
constituting one of the main foundations of its peliti- 
eal creed, and is resolved to carry them out in their 
obvious meauing and import. 

IX. Llf'so/ . That the v,-ar v.-ith Jiexico, upon r.il 
the prii!cijpl->s of patrioti.'-.n ami the laws of ji.itioii?, 
was a just and necc-.«arv w;ir oti our i.art. in which 
every v\m(rrican citizen should have shoM-n himself on 
the side of his country, and neither nioraliy nor I'hyf. 
icaiiy, by wonl or deed, have given " aid and eoiiUon 
lo the enemy."' 

X. A'/w/rfv/, That we rejoice at the restoration of 
friendly relations with our sister Jtepublic of Mexico, 
and e.'irnestlv desire for her all the bje.s.'^ing? and pros- 
jierity wliicli we enjoy under republican institu- 
tions ; and we eongrarulatc the Aineriean people upon 
the results of tiiat war, wliicfi have so niaiiiiestly ju.st- 
ified the p»iiicy and conduct of the Democratic party, 
and insured to the rnitofi St.-ites "indemnity fur tho 
jiasr. and secuiity- for the fulnre.'' 

A I. l\i\'in/ (•<■■' , I'ha.t. in view of the condition o: 
]iopula.r in.siitutions in tho (JId World, a high and sa- 
oi'-'d duly is devolved, with inere.'i.-od responsibility, 
upon the Democratic jvirty of this country, a.s the par- 
ty of the p>-opl>\ to nph(dd and maintain tl)e riuhls "t 
every St.ate. and thereby the Union of the States, and 
to sustain and advance among us constitutional libor 
ty, by continuing i.o resist all monojiolies and exclusivf, 
legislation for the bcnelit of the lew at the oxnciise ot 
the many, and b,y a vigilant and constant adherence 
to those principle."! and compromi.^e.-: of tho Con.=titu- 
tion which are broad enough and strong enough to 
embrace and uphold tho Union as it was. the Union us 
it is, and the Union as it shall be, in tlic full expan- 
sion of tho energies and capacity of this great and pro- 
gressive people. 

THE WHIG PLATFORM. 

ADOPTED AT CALTI.MORE, JUNE S, 1S52. 

The Whigs of the United States, in Convention as- 
sembled, firmly adhering lo the groat conservative 
republican principles by wiiich they are controlled 
and governed, and nov.-, as ever, relying npnii the 
intelligence of the Aniorican p.eople. with an abiding 
confidcnco in their capacity for self-government ami 
their continued devotion to the Constitution and the 
Union, do proclaim the following as tiic political sen- 
timents and dotonuinaiions, for tho establi.«hincnt 
and maintenance of which their national orgauization 
as a party is effected : 

I. The Govcrumeut of tho Ucited States is of 
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limited character, nnu it is confinct.! to the cxcrci.^o j 
ci powers expressly granted by the Constitiuion. and i 
iiich as may be nccfssjiry aiul j)rtj}:ior fur carrying the ! 
grunted j)uwors into lull execution, iw.d that all puw- 
i.;: not ill us granted or necessarily ijnplietl nre ex-' 
i!\T5s!y reserved to the St:;ies respectively and to the 

ro'.'J^lc. I 
11. The Stale (• ovornments should be held secure i 
iri tlu'ir reserved rij^hts, and the (jlencral Governjuent ' 
<u;t;iined in its constitutional powers, and the l iiiun j 
thuuld be revered and watched over as " the j'allaui- [ 
I liin of our liberties. ' 

I lit. That while strujrglini; freedom, everywhere, 
' cmi.sts the warmest sympathy of the Wlut; parly, v.c 
still adhere to the doctrines of the Fatlier uf his 
Country, a? announced ir. hi.s Farewell Address, ijf ' 
kocjiiiig our-'elvcs free from all entangling; alliances 
ivitii foreign countries, and of never (iuittin;i; our ow)i \ 
to siaml u{;on foreign ground. That our mission as a ; 
Fiopublic is not to propagate our opinions, or impose | 
on other countries our form of government, !iy artifice ' 
or force, but to teach hy example, :ind show by our \ 
jucctss, moderation, and justice, the Idessing.s of self- | 
govtmiuent and the advantage.s of free instilulioTi.-. ! 

IV. That where the people make and control iho 
Govcrniuent, they should obey its con.stitution, laws, 
ami treaties, as tboy would retain their .self re?;..itu;l, 
ml the respect which they claim and wiil cnlbrce , 
from foreign pov;ers. 

V. (jovernment .should t>c conducted upon prin'd- 
plesof the strictest economy, and revenue suliicient 
for the expenses thereof in time of peace, ought to be 
inainly derived from a <luty on iinport.s, and n"t froui ' 
dirod taxes ; and. in levying such duties, sound poiic^y 
le.juircs a just discrimination and protection fron; 
fraud by specific duties, wben pj-acticable, whorel>y 
suitable cncouiagcment may bo assured to American 
industry, c(jually to ail olasxes and to ali portions of 
the country. 

VI. The Constitution vests in Congres.s the power to 
OKI) and rcpjiir harbors, and remove obstructions from 
uiivigable rivers ; and it is expedient that Congress 
shall exercise that power icliciu vrr c-ur/t / m pi-over/ief/ts \ 
an ni-rcsfary for the, ca/umo/i ({••J'lUCr. or for the prolc'- 
twnaitd factiity of com Diri vt. with foreign nations or 
among the States, such improvomoius being, in every : 
instance, national and general in their ehanicter. 

ML The Federal and folate ( Jovernment.s are j)art.s 
of one system, alike necessary for the common pros- 
iwty, jieace, and j-ecurity, and (»ught to be regarded 
alike with a cordial, habitual, and immovable atlac.h- 
nieiit. Kespect for the auliiority of e;ich, and acqui- 
ejcence in the constitutionar mcasun's of each, are du- \ 
f lies required by the jdainest considerallou of ^Nation- 
iil, fif. State, and individual vrellhrc. 

Mil. The series of acts of the .iist Congress, com- 
monly known as the Compromise '>r Adjusron -it. (tlie 
-'-'tfor the recovery of fugitives from l.ab(>r included.) 
are received and acquiesced in by 'he Whigs ol the 
Ijniled States as a final .settlement, in jninciple :uid sub- 
stance, of the subjects to which th'-y iviate ; and so iar 
as these acts are concerned, we will maintain them, and 
iasi.i;t on their strict enforcement, uniil time and experi- 
C'nce.<hall demon.strato tlie nece.-sity of further legisla- 
tion to guard against the evasion of the laws on the 
one band, and the abuse of their powers on the other, 
not impairing their present efficionc.y to carry out tho 
requirements of the Constitution ; and we deprecate all 
lurlher agitation of the <|UCtiions thus settled, ns dan- 
gerous to our peace, and wili discounten:ince .all etyf)rts 
to continue or renew such agitation, whenever, wlier- 
t-'vrr, or however made : and we will maintain this set- 
tleuK-at as essential to the nationality of ihe ^Vhig 
party and the integrity of the Uni'^n. 

JOHN Cr. CHAPMAN, 

of Maryland, 

Prtsidmt of tJis Whig National ConveHtioiu 



EnDEPEMiENT DEMOCKATIC PLATFORM. 

ADOPTED AT riTTSP.FKCU, .MJCFf^T 12, 18.V3 

Having ;issrn)blfd in N;:tion;;I Cnnvcntior. as llic 
'lvleg!il.-s nt'th.' Fre<' J.)oii!iH"vacy of ih'' ("nited Stalt-s, 
uiiili-d i.iy a eoinmon rr>olvo to maintain, right agair..^t 
wronirs. ami iVi-fitom aguinf-i .^!:r><'ry ; ou!i!';i;ing in '.he 
i'.ilfiiigrncc, patriotism, and tiu; tHscrimiiialing jrcti-.-e 

the .Ann rican pcojde. putting our trust in (Jiu'l f'>r 
tbc triumph (>f our eauSv\ and invoking his guidance 
in our f !i<li'!i',^!rs to a'lva.r.ce ii, v<e now submit to th-;' 
r:ii;iii(l judgment of ali men lac following dccijinuion 
of iirincioies and nu-iisur.-s : 

!. Tiial CfOvortiT-.iontt. deriving their just puNver.s 
iVom tlic e"ii.-:cn! of the gdvi-nu'd. ari- instil uted among 
liK'U to secur;- to all. iho'.-'.' iaalienablo rights of lit"..-, 
iibcrly. ;ind the pursr.it of !in]ipirii-s?, with which th.cy 
were endowed by their Cr'.'.-itor, and of which none cai; 
be diMirived by vali'l b'gi^^'.ation, exc.-jit f u' crime. 

Tiiai tin; true mis-'on of American i)omocracy is 
to maintain the lib'-rlies fd" i ho proplo, the sovereignty 
of the St.att.'S, and the perpeluiiy of the I'nion, by iIk- 
imtiariial application to paolic aiTairs. without sociion- 
:il di-\>rimii-.rit iou^, of t!:..> funii;!i)i> ntal jirinciples of 
equai riglu-, strict justice, and iMionotnical adminisira- 
! ion. 

Tb:it ti\c !"ed(>r;il Covemnient is one of limited 
jioni'".-, flerivt'd .-oudy fnun the Cou^tiliuion : ai'.d tiif 
gr;u!is of powr llieri-in ought to 'le strictly eonstrued 
dy !ill tb.e deimrt moius and agents of the Uovcrumevit, 
and it i*-" inexpfilii-ni and davig.-roo,-; to ex«Mvisi' doubt- 
i'ul eoTislitut io))!)! p'vv.< r?. 

4. Tli.al the Constitnti'ju of the United .^tatcs, or- 
d;uni'd to form a more perfei^t union, lo eslab!;-h jus- 
tice, .'ind secure the oiessing.- of libiTiy, ex))res.-ly de- 
nie- to the (J eneral (.lovi-rtimenl ail |.>o\ver to deprivti 
any person of life, !ib'--rty. or property, witiioat ilui.- 
proci'ss of law: and liieivfore the f ;<)\ ernment. having 
no more )»o\ver lo make a siju c lii:ui lo make a icinj:. 
and no more j^ower to e.«tabli'h slavery th;in to est.al'- 
lish monarchy, shoubl at once proceed to reliev.i itself 
frotn all resjionsiMiity for the existence of :-iavcry 
wiierever it pos.sess''.s constitutional pov;cr to legisl.ate 
for its extinctioii. 

a. Tiiai. to iiie iieisevering and imporiunato do- 
mansl'; of tlse slave jicovL-r fur mor.' .shive States, new 
slave Territories, and the nalionaliz.'ition of slavery, 
our distinct aufi tina.l answer is — no more slave iState>', 
no slav(> Territory, no nalionalizcd slavi-rv. and no 
national legisi.-ition for the oxtr.'KJition of slaves. 

(). 'r!.ia.t ."-hivery is a sin :igainst <!otl and a crime 
a^rninsl man. which no human enacln\ent >ior \isage 
c;!.n make right: and that Christ ianity, humanity, and 
)>;> trio! ism. aliiu> (iemand its ;il>olitiori. 

7. T tiat the Fu-^itive ."'lave .Act of 18,^0 is n-pugnnnt 
to the (.'onsiilutioii. lo the jirincinles of the common 
biw. to the spirit of Christ ianiiy, and to the sentiments 
ofUii- civiii/ed world, ^Ve tlu-refoiv deny its binding 
foree upon tln^ .American People, and di-maiid it.s im- 
mediate and total rej'cal. 

5. That the doctrine thattmy human law is a finali- 
ty, and not subject lo modilication or repeal, is not in 
accordance witli the creed of thi- l"onnders of our (Jov- 
ernment, aiut is dantrerous to the liijvrties of ihc peo- 
pic. ^ 

U. Tliat tiie acis of Congress known .is the Compro- 
mise Measures of l.S.'iO. by making tiie a<lrnission uf a 
sovereign State contingent upoi'i ihf adoption of other 
mea.-mn-s (Ifnianded by the .special init.-resl of .slavery; 
by tiieir omis--ion fi guar.aniy lV!'e(b.i!n in IVfo Terri- 
tories: I.-y their aliemj.l to impos<' imconstituiion.al 
. limitations on the power of '.'on^rress and the jieopb; to 
! ailmit new Stales: by their provisions tor the as.-nm})- 
lion of five millions of the .^tnte debt of Tex.as, and tor 
the payment of five millions more and the cesiion of a 
; largo territory to the same State under menace, as an 
inducemont to tho relinquishment of a groundiesa 



«!n!in, ii'.vi iiv !it;>;r invasion of thf sovcTi-irrnty nf iho ' 
S;;ki--- .'iiiM li!i.T!i"s o!" ili" ji.-njiic Uiroiiuii tl;" '•■n- ] 
ao;;!] ii; crar. Jinjiisi, (>|i]iri---si vc, an'i ni:.'onsiii ii!;<'!i;;l j 
ivi^ .■-■;':!;•{■ Law.ar.' jnuwi! in )>•;• iin-i'iisi-;;.-!!; ^.iiii 1 
; 1 1 ri a;.-: J. !'.'.-• a ail ina ni' ! Kaicoracv. ainl \vi;i>i!y ; 
ina<]'..' [iiaU' i^i -ifl liviii'.-iii (.t'lii.' i lUc:-! inh.- <>;" iviiii.-ii i 
lii'-y !;'.• • ciaiiii!''! U\ 'u; an a-!in.-\;:it".i;. j 

10. '.i'lia; n-» ))..'i-:i!a:i.'U'- .-i'P.I.ti -ul of liic .-lavi-ry | 
qiirstian i-ai! l-o Nmk ■>{ '>'■»'. i-xci j-i ia lii.- j'rr.ci a-al | 
Vi'cn::;iiil i(Ui n!' t!)t: i raili lhai shivrrv is s^'rliosial, and j 
iV<'t';l(i!i) lialidisui : )>y i!io I'lia! i-.-jiaraiiua i.l' liio (Icii- j 
i.'fi'l (lovoriun •ill iViiai ■-■ia w-ry. aii.i x\iv >'\:'w:<:- oi iis | 
i'';^itiiaaif aii'l c<»n.-iiti!!ii)!ia! iiilla.-iir*-.- >i'.i ill'-' .-i'li' ni' 
;Vfi'ilM:ii ; aii'i liy !,-a.viiiX ••> t.'i ' Slalvs \vi!i)!." sali- 
jvoL >)!' .'^lawry aii.'! tin- f.\ I raiiiliim tif I'uxiiivi-s iVom 
svi'virc. 

11. Thai all ini.')i h\i\\' a natiira! v!:r]ij {(, ^ jjoriiuii 
ol'ilio soil ; a;al thai, as ih:'. iisi- nf lia* soil is iiniispi'ii- 
saiil^' Lti.lilV, t!u' riu-iil til." idi nioii Lo 1 he soil is as sui.'rcil 
;is tiieir right in liiV iisflf. 

12. That till- jaiblii- laixls of United Siaics iic-- 
loiij; Lo iht' ji.'upk', and .-[miild iiot liu sold to individu- 
als nor j^raiik-d (o (^oi'iroralions, !nit should he held as 
a sacred Lrast, ibr ih;* l.)i.NU'lil oi'Mi'' j»i^o|i|t', ami siionld 
1)1' grauii'd in liniiU-d i|aaniil:rs, iVco id" caisl, lu !:u)d- 
l(;s,s .SL'tllcrs. 

l.'I. Thai a dti" reiranl for the Federal Constitnlion, 
nnd sound adiuinisiraLive [loli'jy. demand ihiil tlu'liinils 
of the ( i eneral t ioveninient he \n-\ii seiiaralelVoni bank- 
inji' inslitniiuns; lhai inland and ocean jioslajje should 
lie reduced to the luwesi jHissilplL- iiriint. : that no inure 
rovfinie shoulii he raised liiaii is rciiuired to defray the 
strictly neec-sary e.\]H'iises of the piiijlie service, and to 
pay olf liic (luldio deld,: and thatlite powerami patron- 
:ii;e of the (iovernineiiL should he diminished by the iib- 
olilion (if all unnecessary olliees.salaries, and iiri viiejjes, 
and by the election liy tlu- people ul'all civil oHicer.-; in 
tihe service of the United Slates, so far as may be con- 
sistent with the prompt and ellicieiit transaclion of the 
public busine.<s. 

M. Th;it river and Inirbor improvonienf!-, when ne- 
ec.><S!iry io the .saiety a.nd convenience of coninierce 
with foreii^n nations or among the several States, are 
objects of nationa.l coiiccrn, and it is the duty ofOon- 
f^re.'S in the exercise of it.s eonstitiitionai powers lo 
provide for the same. 

15. That emi.nrants and exiles from the Old World 
should tind a eorditil weleoiiie to homes of comfort 
and fielil.s of enterpri.«e in tlie Xew ; and every attemj)t 
to abridge tln-ir privilege of becoming cilizen.s and 
owners oi'thc soil among us oiigiit to l)e resisted with 
inlle.vible d(>lermination. 

Hi. That every nation lias a clear right to alter or 
cbjuige it.s own Government, and to administer its own 



enjioei-MS in such manner as may be.^t .'•ocure the ritrlits 
and priHUoJi.? the luippines.N (.li iiie r.eiiplo ; and f(iicii;n 
inierferenee with i bat ri;,dil ii< a liangerows violtilinii 
of iiie law of naiions, againh"; whicii all indepeudi'iit 
vJovernm^'Hts sliould protest, and endeavor by all pr^p. 
er mt-ani to pievt-nt ; and especially is it the duty 
oi llie American (iovi.-rnment, representing (he cliii'l' 
Uejiublic of (lie worM, to prote.-t against anil by all 
])r..i]n.'r nieiins to prcvc-nt the intervention of Kni^'s 
ii.nd Kmperors against nations seeking to e.vlabU.^h 
ibr tlie;ij;ie! vvs republican or constitutional (iuverii- 
inenis. 

i7, Tiiat the independence of Jfayli ought to bo 
n-cogi!:srd liy our ( JovernnuMit, and our coniinerci.'il 
re!ai.!oi:s with il placed Oil tile looting of the most 
iavoi'ed nations. 

16. Tiiat as, .in' the (^on.stilution, '' the citizens of 
i each State siiad be enlitied to all jiriviiegos and iin- 
iiumities ol" citizen.? of the several States,' the prui-- 
lice of iinprisoni.Mg colored .-eainen of other Slate.-, 
while tiie ves.^els to wliicii they ijclong lit; in ]iort, ami 
refusing to exercise the li^fdil lo i. ring such cases b^^ 
fore tlie Supreme Court (d tlie I'liited Slates, to ti'.<t 
the legality of such prucei;uings, is a. flagrant viola- 
lion of tlie Coiisiilulion. and an inva.sion of the rights 
of the citi/.ens of other Slates, utterly inconsisu'iil 
willi tlie profe.'^sions made' by the slaveholders, thai 
tiiey wish the piMvisions of (hj (..'onslittition faiiiifully 
observed l.>y every State in the Union. 

19. That we recommend ihe introduction into all 
treaties, hereafter to be negotiated between the Uni- 
ted Sttites and foreign nations, of some provision for 
the amicabie settlement of diliiculties by n resort to 
decisive arbitration. 

liO. I'liat ilie Ui-eo Democratic jiarty is not organized 
lo aid eitlier the Whig or .!)emocratio wing of liu! 
great Slave Compromise ]>arly of tlie nation, but to 
defeat them both : and that repudiating and renounc- 
ing both, as hopelessly corrujti, and utterly mnvortiiy 
of confidence, the j.mrpose of the Free Democracy is to 
taUe po.s.se.ssion of the Uedoral (Jovcrnment , and ail- 
minister it for the l.)etter protection of tho rights and 
interests of tiie v.diole people. 

'Jl. Tiiat we inscribe on our banner, Uiiict: Soil, 
Fi;i:i-: Snellen. Fit kic ii.viiou, and FRiii': Altc.v. aiul 
umier it will fight on and figlit t;ver. until a triuinijli- 
ant victory sliall reward our exertions. 

1'2. That upon tiiis Platforn-i the Convention pre- 
sents to the .Vmerican Peojde, as a candidate for tliu 
. otlice of President of (he U'nited States, JOHN' 
HALF, of New iianipshire, and as a ciuididate for Die 
oHice of Vice President of the United States, GicoufiK 
W. Jiii.iAN, of Indiana, and earnestly commends them 
to the support of j;,ll freemen and parties. 



